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We build a new office 
block to house our 

technical staff and 
our new Co-op type 

one stop shop for the 
grower – large and 

small.

2011

small.

HYGROTECH

Indulge us in a short trip down memory lane:
TURNS 30!!!!

1966

HYGROTECHHYGROTECH

Hygrotech had its roots 

in the Roode-Lyon Seed 

Company that was 

started by Habe Roode’s 

(our current CEO) 

father, Chris Roode in  

January 1966.

19841984

In February 1984 

Habe Roode established 

Hygrotech Seed Pty Ltd 

with two investors, Bertie 

van Zyl Pty Ltd and 

W.L. Ochse & Co and 

started operating from the 

Silverton premises.
Silverton premises.

1989

In 1989 a fully fledged 
Technical Department was 
established at Hygrotech. 
breaking new ground in 

the Industry and raising 
the mission of the company 
from mere distribution, to a 

one stop, all inclusive service centre.

Hygrotech launch a modern new look Garden Pack range consisting of open pollinated and 
hybrid vegetable seed, 

herbs and flowers 
distributed by freelance 

sales people.

2013

FORUM - 16

And here we are in 2014 with a range consist-ing of 40 vegetable crops, Forage and green manure crops, lawn and turf grass, a wide range of chemicals with 15 different categories covered, seedling growing systems including growing mediums and seedling trays and mechanical implements offering the farmer a one stop shop to ensure a healthy bumper crop!

And here we are in 2014 with a range consist-

2014
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HYGROTECH

Indulge us in a short trip down memory lane:
TURNS 30!!!!
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1992

Business was expanded 

into Southern Africa with 

Subsidiaries in:

Namibia (1992), Zimbabwe (1996)

Zambia (1998), East Africa (1998) 

& Mozambique (2000)

1991
We are proud of our quarterly in-house technical 

publication, the Hygrotech Forum, which evolved 

from a 4 page black and white publication in April 

1991 to our current 36 page full colour edition. The 

Hygrotech Forum is edited and published for all 

our national and international customers with a 

circulation of 4000 copies.

Hygrotech moves to the new 
offices at Pyramid, Pretoria.

1999

offices at Pyramid, Pretoria.

Hygrotech starts with a 

small breeding programme 

with selected species at on-

site breeding facilities. Our 

original breeder Joe van Zyl 

and his assistant Nicolette 

Gilfillan are still working 

actively with an ever growing 

group of crops.

2000

We venture into the Forage crop market to 
expand our ever growing range of products 

and to also offer the grower a range of green 
manure products to improve soil health the 

natural way.

2003

2009

Hygrotech starts to sell a 

turf grass range for golf 

courses, sports stadiums and 

home garden use. Our turf 

grass range was one of the 

mixes selected to plant all the 

stadiums for the soccer World 

Cup in 2010.
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Ions in mg/ℓ from mg/ℓ to 
mmol/ℓ

from mg/ℓ 
to me/ℓ

from mmol/ℓ 
to me/ℓ

Monovalent ions

Chlorides (Cl-) ÷ 35.45 ÷ 35.45 ÷ 1

Bicarbonate (HCO3–) ÷ 61.01 ÷ 61.01 ÷ 1

Sodium (Na+) ÷ 22.99 ÷ 22.99 ÷ 1

Bivalent ions
Calcium (Ca2+) ÷ 40.08 ÷ 20.04 ÷ 2

Magnesium (Mg2+) ÷ 24.31 ÷ 12.16 ÷ 2

Carbonate (CO3 2–) ÷ 60.01 ÷ 30.00 ÷ 2

Sulphate (SO4 2–) ÷ 96.06 ÷ 48.03 ÷ 2

1 liter  = 1 ℓ = 1000 ml = 1 dm3
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One spray product 1 Control

Crop Seed 
Treatment

In Seed Furrow Start 
Application at 
2-4 leaf stage

Maize / corn 4 mℓ/kg 75 – 150 mℓ/ha 250 mℓ /ha

Sweetcorn & Popcorn 8 mℓ/kg 75 – 150 mℓ/ha 250 mℓ/ha

Cotton 4 mℓ/kg 75 – 150 mℓ/ha 250 mℓ/ha

Peanuts 4 mℓ/kg 75 – 150 mℓ/ha 250 mℓ/ha

Beans 2 mℓ/kg 200 mℓ/ha 300 mℓ/ha

Soybeans 2 mℓ/kg 200 mℓ/ha 300 mℓ/ha

Peas 2 mℓ/kg 200 mℓ/ha 300 mℓ/ha

Sun� owers 7 mℓ/kg 75 – 150 mℓ/ha 250 mℓ/ha

Grain Sorghum 4 mℓ/kg 75 – 150 mℓ/ha 250 mℓ/ha

Wheat 2 mℓ/kg 200 mℓ/ha 300 mℓ/ha

Barley 2 mℓ/kg 200 mℓ/ha 300 mℓ/ha

Rye & Oats 2 mℓ/kg 200 mℓ/ha 300 mℓ/ha

Cucumbers, Melons, Cantaloupes, 
Honeydews, Muskmelons, 
Watermelons, Squash(all varieties)

12 mℓ/kg  300 mℓ/ha

Tomatoes, Peppers, Chilli 12 mℓ/kg  300 mℓ/ha

Cabbage, Carrots, Lettuce, Broccoli 12 mℓ/kg  300 mℓ/ha

Okra, Onions, Garlic, Spinach 8 mℓ/kg 150 mℓ/ha 300 mℓ/ha

Potato seed pieces 600 mℓ/250 
ℓt water

200 mℓ/ha 300 mℓ/ha

All vegetable seedlings ONE week 
a� er transplant

  250 mℓ/ha

All crops broadband / whole land 400 mℓ/ha 400 mℓ/ha 400 mℓ/ha
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Name Also known as Autumn 
Mar, Apr, May

Winter 
Jun, Jul, Aug

Spring
Sep, Oct, Nov

Summer 
Dec, Jan, Feb

African Daisy Mix Namakwalandse Madelie e X X
Alyssum Magic Circle Mixed Heuningblom X X X X
Antirrhinum Magic Carpet Mixed Leeubekkie X X
Aster Colour Carpet Mixed Aster X X
Calendula Dwarf Gitana Fiesta Mix Gousblom X X
Candytuft Mixed Skee� lom X X
Dianthus Dwarf Persian Carpet Mix Angelier X X
Godetia Semi Tall Single Mixed Satynblom X
Marigold Brocade Mixed Afrikaner X X
Mesembryanthemum Pastel Mix Bokbaaivygie X X
Nasturtium Whirleybird Single Mix Kappertjie X X
Penstemon Compact Mixed X X
Phlox Cecily Mixed Floksie X X
Sweet Pea Cupid Mix Pronkertjie X X
Zinnia Pepito Mix Jakobregop X X

Autumn_Forum_2014 - CorrectOrder.indd   29 4/16/2014   3:16:42 PM



FORUM - AUTUMN 201430

Autumn_Forum_2014 - CorrectOrder.indd   30 4/16/2014   3:16:43 PM



31FORUM - AUTUMN 2014

Autumn_Forum_2014 - CorrectOrder.indd   31 4/16/2014   3:16:46 PM



FORUM - AUTUMN 201432

Autumn_Forum_2014 - CorrectOrder.indd   32 4/16/2014   3:16:47 PM



33FORUM - AUTUMN 2014

Autumn_Forum_2014 - CorrectOrder.indd   33 4/16/2014   3:16:48 PM



FORUM - AUTUMN 201434

Updated Choices For Hawker / Processing Tomatoes For Short Pole Growing Practice

Variety Fruit Size Disease Resistance Fruit Shape

HTX 14 75 – 90g VF2N Square round

HTX 1 4 TURBO 80 – 95g VF2NP Square round

HTX 77* 85-95g VF2NP Square round

QWANTO 90-110g VFN, TYLC, BW Saladette

MAXIMO 1* 110-130g V2F2N, TSWV, P, Bs Square round

MAXIMO 2* 110-130g VF2N, TSWV, TYLC Square round
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